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Your guide to 
wrapping vehicles.



The eBook consists of three main parts. This first eBook 
explores the history of the car wrapping industry, present 
trends in the trade and the future of the craft. 

The second part provides an in-depth look at the practical 
aspects of wrapping a car, ranging from the design process 
to post-installation, vehicle care pointers. If you are seeking 
additional information, there are a number of comprehensive 
guidelines attached at the end of various sections which will 
assist in gaining a deeper understanding of the subtopic 
being explored.  

The last part highlights the benefits of using a vehicle wrap 
to advertise your business, providing figures and additional 
sources to emphasize why you really shouldn’t hesitate in 
joining the industry.

Why should you take our advice seriously? Sytech Supplies has been trading 
for close to two decades and has become one of the leading wholesalers 
of quality vinyl wraps nationwide. Our experience and expertise can help 
you grow from strength to strength, no matter the size of your business. Our 
specially imported vinyl is high-class media and our team has the necessary 
skills to supply your business with any of its printing needs.   

Thi s  i s  eBook  par t  2
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The process of car wrapping generally follows the steps depicted in the a 
diagram below. Refer below for in-depth explanations of the phases.

1

2
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Design + 
price quotation.

Print production 
and wrapping 

media 
preparation

Vehicle preparation  Vehicle wrapping 
and reassembling 

Vehicle care

Process of car wrapping diagram

Wrapping

Fig 2.1

The workflow of car wrapping 
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An experienced car wrapping 
designer knows the difficulties of 
working with vinyl on the unique 
designs and curves of modern 
vehicles. After an initial meeting with 
the client to discuss ideas and gather 
information, the design team begins 
developing the first draft.

Using the ideas they discussed, their 
own creative talents, as well as an 
understanding of the industry and 
branding of the client’s business, the 
artist carefully translates the concept 
into a life-sized high resolution 
image on a computer. The designer 
makes use of software such as 

Corel Draw, Adobe Illustrator and 
Photoshop. Illustrator and Corel 
Draw are generally used for vector 
graphics, while Photoshop is used 
for raster graphics. The design is 
usually done in 2D and subsequently 
superimposed onto a line drawing of 
the client’s vehicle.

A picture called a proof is then 
captured and minimized for the 
client to view. After a few changes to 
the design, the client gives the final 
OK and the process of producing the 
wrap begins. This proof is later used 
in the installation process for proper 
installs.

The design process

From start, to finish. 
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The price of wrapping a vehicle 
varies depending on the size of the 
vehicle as well as the size of the 
intended wrap. A small vinyl sticker 
can cost a few hundreds of rands, 
while wrapping an entire vehicle or 
portion of a vehicle usually costs 

Fig 2.2 (Karalien Kriel / Pixabay)

South African Bank notes

significantly more. It is advisable to 
do plenty of market research before 
deciding on a set price. Important 
factors to take into consideration are 
what customers are willing to pay 
for vinyl wraps and what prices your 
competitors are offering. 

Pricing

Costs of wrapping?
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Fig 2.3 (RawPixel.com / Pexels)

Ensure that you purchase reputable 
brands of wrapping media as they 
offer reliable quality, which is needed 
if you want to sustain your brand 
name. Bear in mind that this will 
come at a slightly higher cost. This 
should be factored into your pricing 
scheme. If you partner with a supplier 

Success Fistbumps

A great partner equals 
a great service.

that provides quality vinyl, you will 
not be disappointed by the brand. 
Reputable brands can either make 
or break your business, so be sure to 
look around for a good brand partner 
within your location. Experienced 
suppliers with good ratings are sure 
to cater to any of your business needs.

Reputable brands for business
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Pre-installation 
preparation

The primary reason vinyl fails is 
because the vehicle isn’t cleaned well 
enough before the vinyl is installed. 
All vehicles should be thoroughly 
washed prior to vinyl installation. The 
car should then be inspected and 
cleaned with an isopropyl alcohol 
solution to eliminate all grease and 
possible dirt, then installed in a 

Vehicle ready for full wrap

Fig 2.4

climate-controlled facility to avoid 
getting dust or debris under the 
wrap. This eliminates the potential for 
breaking or tearing of the vinyl due 
to unwelcome temperature changes, 
as well as there being bumps in 
the wrap from the dirt, or the vinyl 
subsequently failing to stick. 

Before you wrap! 
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Vehicle wrap installation can typically be completed in one to three days; it 
all depends on the size of the vehicle and detail of the wrap. Once the vinyl 
wrap is installed it is suggested to let vehicles sit for about 24 hours or more 
to ensure that enough time has passed for the wrap to be secured. 

Before one can begin wrapping 
a vehicle, the individual ought to 
have undergone adequate training 
for the job and acquired the 
necessary certification. Most vehicle 
wrap courses last three days and 
generally cover most aspects of vinyl 
installation.

There are a few different credentials 
which you can enrol for. When enrolling 

Practical aspects of
car wrapping

for this course, go to a certified 
graphics installation company. During 
the training sessions there are usually 
demonstrations on various classes 
of vehicles for business, boats and 
smooth and textured walls.

The only way to further your skills is 
to keep on practicing in addition to 
asking more experienced installers 
for tips and any help you may need.

Skills & Training

Time to wrap
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Vinyl wrapping is a technique that 
is perfected over time. All vinyl 
wrapping generally begins with a 
cleaned and prepped surface ready 
for application. When applying the 
vinyl on the substrate, ensure that 
you squeegee at a 45 degree angle 
relative to your surface. This will 
make sure that your vinyl application 
is smooth.

Don’t be swift to pull off the application 
tape, give the tack adequate time 
to settle. When applying the vinyl, 
whether it’s wet or dry, removing 
the application tape quickly and 

Assorted colour vinyl 

Fig 2.5 (Sytech Supplies)

General vinyl 
wrapping techniques

haphazardly can cause bubbles.

If you use a wet application, get all 
the fluid off the substrate as it can 
cause the vinyl to bubble. 

If you have bubbles and wrinkles, 
first try to remove them by using a 
squeegee. If that does not work, 
use an air release tool to pop the 
air pockets. This tool will create tiny 
holes in the vinyl to allow the air to 
escape. 

The graphic below show’s how basic 
vinyl decal transfers work.
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The vinyl must not be stored in direct sunlight and must be kept in a cool, 
dry and clean place. Also, ensure that you use quality products for a quality 
finish. Cheap application products that do not work effectively can ruin your 
application even if the vinyl is of good quality.

Ensure that the surface of the 
vehicle is clean.

Remove the backing paper from 
the vinyl.

Apply the vinyl onto the surface 
with a squeegee.

Cut the film to approximate size 
using a utility knife, then trim 
the edges once applied. Smaller 
graphic decals may not need any 
trimming, but larger ones like 
racing stripes probably will. 

Tips on wrapping
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Stretch over recesses while using 
uniform heat. Use firm pressure 
during application and rub down 
again afterwards.

When applying vinyl on a curved area, 
the correct technique pre-stretches 
the film on the convex area, working 
the film from the flatter areas under 
little stress while applying uniform 
heat.

Post heat the entire wrap with a heat 
gun in order to activate the adhesive. 
Edges, seams, corrugations and 
other stretched areas should be post 
heated to around 95°C.

Fig 2.7 (Karl Baron/Flickr)
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Fig 2.8 (Arlon)

Fig 2.9 (Sytech Supplies)

People wrapping cars
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The actual wrapping of the vehicle 
can generally be quite tricky; 
however prior preparation should 
now mean that applying the vinyl 
to the car can be a time consuming 
process. 

According to Andrew Cromberge 
of Sytech Supplies, cleaning the 
vehicle means that you are less likely 
to have vinyl failure, but it doesn’t 
mean that wrapping is an easy job. 

Fig 2.10 (Metamark)

Man wrapping car

Car vinyl wrapping
techniques 

A clean vehicle is important, in 
addition to using the correct method. 
Ensure that you apply the film with 
a dry method only. Any moisture or 
contaminants will weaken adhesion.

You may begin the process in 
several ways, it all depends on the 
vehicle. Based on your preference 
and whether you’ve removed 
certain parts, you can begin with 
the bumper, the roof, or anywhere 
you’d like to.  

Techniques needed to wrap
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Some installers use utility knives to 
cut the vinyl into separate parts that 
cover the different body panels. 
They then tape it on, sometimes 
using magnets to hold it in place 
while they remove the backing 
paper to expose the tack.  

You then stick the vinyl onto the 
centre of the body panel, or you may 
begin on one side. You smooth it out 
with a Teflon squeegee. Ensure that 
you stretch the vinyl over the curves 

Vehicle wrapped for business

Fig 2.11 (CoastalCreative.com / Flickr)

of the car, paying careful attention 
to avoid making ridges. 

Wrapping over curves should be 
paid special attention. Make certain 
that you know your way around 
the detailed curves and edges of 
the vehicle. If done by someone 
inexperienced, note that wrapping 
over curves, body creases and 
moulding may severely distort the 
image or message you wish to wrap 
onto the vehicle. 
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Vehicle wrapped for advertising

Fig 2.12 (Wikimedia Commons)

Stretching inaccurately can also 
result in the film pulling backwards, 
revealing peeling edges. This 
can lead to a poor service being 
rendered which will ultimately result 
in your business receiving a bad 
name.

It is advised that you stretch over 
recesses while simultaneously using 
uniform heat. Use firm pressure 
during the application and rub down 

again afterwards.

When applying vinyl on a curved area, 
the correct technique pre-stretches 
the film on the convex area, working 
the film from the flatter areas under 
little stress while applying uniform 
heat. Don’t tension the vinyl towards 
the edge of a convex curve or edge 
to remove excess as this could cause 
the film to pucker and lift thereafter.
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Do not apply a vertical join in a 
recess. This will cause the vinyl to 
fail at that point. Use the full width 
of the film and create the panel with 
joints on the flat part of the vehicle. 
Apply any joints such that the 
overlap faces downwards or away 
from the direction of vehicle travel.

Once the vinyl has stuck to the 
vehicle, cut off the edges with a 
utility knife. The subsequent step is 
to ensure that you hide the seams 
well. Knifeless tape which applies 
a filament thread made of thin 
Kevlar to the car body under the 

Fig 2.13 (Wikimedia Commons)

vinyl can hide seams, in addition to 
pinstriping.

You must post heat the entire car 
with a heat gun in order to activate 
the adhesive. Edges, seams, 
corrugations and other stretched 
areas should be post heated to 
around 95°C to 105°C. 

For flat surfaces, post heat the film 
at about 15°C above the ambient 
temperature. 

Let the adhesive stick to the substrate 
without moving it for 24 hours, and 
you’re good to go.
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Fig 2.14 (Arlon)

Before wrap...

After wrap...
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• Avoid washing the vehicle until a 
weeks’ time has passed from the 
original installation date.

• Remember to encourage your 
customers to wash their vinyl 
wrap once a week or more if their 
vehicles are exposed to plenty of 
dirt or pollutants. Vehicle owners 
who have wrapped their cars 
should use a gentle automotive 
detergent; any good brand will 
work. An automotive sponge or 
a clean, soft cloth could also be 
used to wash the wrap. Rinse 
the vehicle with clean water 
after washing. Dry with a clean 
microfiber cloth. 

• Wrapped vehicles should be 
hand washed. Any solvent-free 
car shampoo should work well to 
clean any dirt. Rinse the area with 
cool water after cleaning. 

Looking after
vinyl wrap 

• Bird droppings and difficult stains 
should be cleaned immediately. 
If left to settle, the wrap will get 
permanently damaged. Soak the 
affected area for a few minutes with 
warm, soapy water to loosen the 
contaminants. Rinse completely 
and dry with a microfiber cloth. 

• Owners should avoid parking 
their vehicles outside in the sun 
for excessive periods of time. 
Note that other elements such 
as any form of precipitation can 
also degrade the wrap of the car. 
Adding a clear laminate over the 
digital vinyl wrap provides extra 
protection from all the elements, 
including UV.

• Never use solvents, oven cleaner, 
kitchen and bathroom based 
cleaners, and engine de-greaser 
to clean vehicle wrap. 

Tips to taking care after the wrap
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• Always wash your car from top to bottom to ensure that dirt and any 
other contaminants run off the vinyl. 

• Let your vehicle air dry or dry it off with a microfiber cloth to make sure 
the vinyl doesn’t lift off your car. 

• Read the labels of the car care products that you use to clean your 
vinyl car wrap to make sure that you adhere to the correct safety 
instructions. 

• If you are unsure of the safety of your cleaning product, test a small 
amount on a small section of the vinyl car wrap.

Fig 2.14 (Mathew Bedworth / Flickr)

Vehicle washed with foam gun

Additional Do’s & Don’ts for 
taking care of your vinyl wrap 

The DO’s for vinyl wrap



29

• STAY AWAY from high pressure cleaners or mechanical brushes to wash 
your vinyl car wrap. They can cause your vinyl wrap to get scratched, 
peel and to chip around the edges.

• Don’t allow any fuel or corrosive substances to be in contact with the 
vinyl wrap. Wipe them down as soon they come into contact with your 
vinyl car wrap to avoid any lifting or peeling off. If any fuel or corrosive 
substances come into contact with the vinyl, spot clean the area with 
isopropyl alcohol and a microfiber cloth.

• Do not wrap a vehicle that has been freshly painted. The paint must 
have cured for at least three weeks prior to wrapping. Check with the 
manufacturer for curing time.

 

Fig 2.15 (Pixabay)

Vehicle covered with foam 

Additional Do’s & Don’ts for 
taking care of your vinyl wrap 

The DON’Ts for vinyl wrap



We work in close tandem with our clients to provide cutting edge solutions 
to all their needs. Our team of seasoned industry professionals is always at 
hand to provide you with all the information you need to make an informed 
purchase decision. If you are in need of any technical info, simply make 
contact with our expert staff today. 

Some of the reputable name brands that you will find at Sytech Supplies 
include:

• Arlon Vinyl Films 

• Metamark Vinyl Media

• KPMF Vinyl Films

• LG Hausys

Thanks to our large buying power, we are able to make our products available 
at incredibly competitive rates. Tap into our expertise and resources to 
make sure that you enjoy the best value for money and best returns from 
your investment. To learn more about our company and for all the advice 
you need to make a smart investment in sign making equipment, simply 
contact us today.

Fig 3.3 (Arlon / KPMF / Metamark / LG Hausys/ Sytech Supplies)

Vinyl brands associated with Sytech 

Sytech team
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